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Gentlemen 

Enclosed are the minutes of our discussions during the Apnl20, 1993, Solar Evaporation 
Ponds Remediation Project Monthly Meeting We have also enclosed copies o f  the 
presentations on 1) the sampling and analyses performed to meet the acceptance 
requirements in Appendix B of the Building 9 10 Interim Measureflntenm Remedial 
Action (IM/TRA) Decision Document, and 2) our plans relating to the waste pile 
designation for the 904 storage pad We have included these presentations to provide you 
with a formal record of  these important topics, which were diqcussed at length but never 
preTented as complete plans until the recent monthly meeting You will receive 
additional information on these topics as the Building 910 acceptance teqting results are 
reported and in a lctter outlining the manazement and regulatory proposals ior the waste 
pile designation for the 904 Pad 

Please contact me or Scott R Surovchak of  my staff at 966-3551 if you should have any 
questions or comments 

Sincerely, 

SPRP Manager 
Environmental Restoi ation Division 

Enclosure 

cc wEnclosure. 
J Schieffelin, CDH 
D Fox,CDH 
F DowsetLCDH 
D Maxwell, EPA 

ADMlN RECORD 



Minutes of the Monthly Rocky Flats. Solar Ponds Remediation Prolect 
April 20, 1993 

Attached Agenda 
List of those attending 
Presentatior, Charts Pondcrete/Saltcrete Triwall Storage 
Presentation Charts Process Qualification Run 

The status of the iM/IRA remedy was discussed EGBG plans to extract lessons-learned from the 
start-up of the Temporary Modular Storage Tanks to prepare for the start-up of Building 91 0 
These lessons-learned may be applied by the DOE Rocky Flats Office (RFO) to a broader range 
of remediation projects, to perform readiness-evaluations at an appropriate level of detail for such 
projects RFO refers to this as the graded approach to readiness They plan to codify the 
approach in a DOE Rocky Flats instruction (an internal document to direct operations at the 
plant), which is expected to be helpful in future reviews by the Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 

Last week, DOE presented a video showing activiries at the Solar Ponds to a public meeting 
EPA observed that the workers in the 207 A impoundment were wearing different personal 
protective equipment than workers on the impoundment berm, and asked about the difference 
Rocky Flats staff responded that the workers in the impoundment were drilling into soils below the 
impoundment liner This operation generates the potential for dust generation and involves in 
incompletely characterized soil, therefore the level or protection for those workers was higher than 
for workers on the berm 

Regarding the Building 91 0 acceptance-phase samoling plan, a question arose regarding 
conversion of grams of plutonium per liter to picocuries per liter (The question was not answered 
specifically in the meeting The conversion for total activities is 4 1 x 10" pCdg E P A  asked if the 
plant utilities system, which is planned to receive the Building 910 distillate, has sufficient demand 
for the distillate to be produced EG&G responaed that between the cooling towers and the 
steam plant, there is sufficient demand Also, the stream to be processed (pond water and 
interceptor trench system water) is currently processed in Building 374, and Building 374 has 
been sending all its distillate to the utilities system on a regular basis 

In discussing the storage pads, EPA  pointed out that in deferring field work for characterization of 
the pads under Operaole Unit 10, the agreement is based on no migration of contaminants from 
the paas This may need to be reviewed as work proceeds DOE is consiaering suggesiing a 
move of the pads out of OU 10 and under OU 4, so ihe Individual Hazardous Substance Sites 
(IHSS) related to the Solar Ponds remediation schedule can be administered together CDH 
noted that, for OU 15, an area of the OU founc io be needed for on-going operation was deleted 
from the OU and added to the plant's RCRA permit, with a closure plan as appropriate to the 
permitting process This approach may have merit for the pads 

Fiocky Flats' current plans do assume the pads will be needed to store existing pondcrete 
existing ana current-generation saltcrete, and pondcrete remixed and generated in the future A 
Part B permit modification request for the 750 Pad has been submitted to CDH EPA may not 
look favorably on continuing operation of the storage paas indefinitely 

The 904 pad includes a Permacon unit that is valuaole to operations as a location where 
potentially radioactively-contaminated-waste containers can be repacked CDH advised EG8G io 
review the permit for air emissions from the pacs 10 ensure tha' any anticipated repacking IS 

appropriately coverea 

DOE'S letter regarding the move of the pads from OU 10 to OU 4 has been in the sianeture lo00 
and may be released without uodating based on toaav's meeting DOE asked meeting 
panicioants to checK their schedules ana let SCM Surovchak know if they will be free to discuss 
the issue aaain before the next monthly meetins 



The practice of cementing the current-generation saltcrete was discussed An earlier designation 
0: the nitrate-containing brine and resulting salt as an oxidrzer led to the cementing process, but 
the composition of the salt may have changed since plutonium production was ceased EG8G 
Waste Operations staff are leading an effort to either justify ceasing cementing or improving the 
cementing to meet oisposal requirements Solar Ponds Project staff are keenly interested in the 
effort and are participating EPA encouraged DOE to pursue this effort, and requested DOE 
share the results 

CDH asked for Rocky Flats' rationale in requesting a permit modification for the 750 pad, but a 
change to interim status for the waste pile designation on the 904 Pad The 904 pad was set up 
as temporary storage until the pondcrete could be shipped offsite for drsposal If that "temporary" 

- - -designation is less applicable given the status of the Nevada test Site, perhaps a permit is more 
appropriate EG&G noted the waste pile designation involves a code change from SO1 to S03, 
and that was felt to be a change to intenm status Also, CDH has allowed changes to interim 
status for units that are also under consideration for a Part B permit There was some discussion 
of CDH's ability to grant changes to interim status after November 8, 1992 EG&G thinks that 
only capacity increases are no loner allowed under change to interim status 

The potenttal for free liquids in excess of de minimus amounts will also be a concern of CDH is 
reviewing the waste pile designation DOE described the de minimus liquids that have been 
observed in the past and how those liquids were handled CDH staff present suggested DOE 
contact the CDH RCRA permit staff directly on this issue The potential for free-liquids could be 
the most important concern for CDH to resolve in their review and decision-making on the waste 
pile designation 

Open items from last month were reviewed 

EPA and CDH have just received the "path-forward" letter, and are reviewing the request 

EPA and CDH are working on their comments for the OU 4 technical memos, but will be 
later than we requested with their comments Doing three technical memos 
simultaneously stretches them thin CDH has provided some verbal comments to Randv 
Ogg TM #2 may have no technical problems but EPA thinks the inclusion of an overall 
schedule is misplaced Comments from the toxicologist could be sizable The scooe of 
the Ecological Evaluation (E€) may be excessive The plans to begin field work, however, 
should not be delayed due to the review cycle DOE was planning to issue the reauest for 
extension or the two IAG milestones after receiving the technical memo comments that 
may lead to the request being delayed until the last minute CDH will try to have 
comments complete on TM $2 and #4 by the middle of next week, but their formal 
transmittal process takes a little time 

CDH stated they try to turn around comments in two weeks, but sometimes it takes lonaer 
They appreciate hearing if the comment-cycle has been pushed onto the critical path, so 
they can respond appropriately But it is up to DOE to allow enouah time TMs should be 
submitted as early as possible in the assessment the three OU 4 TMs could have all 
been submitted much earlier 

CDH noted that upcoming submittals from several OUs may be simultaneous and that will 
overload the review process and slow down cammenis for several projects EG8G should 
plan with that in mind 

Whether CDH starring is an aopropnate topic for the Quality Action Tesm (QAT) w2s 
discussed CDH reponed the team members are still consiaering whether the team should 
tackle that issue 

DOE will issue the IMARA amendment leL;ers to Reading Rooms very soon This action 
had secondaw oriorify 



A new item was introduced 

EG&G expects DO€ to add RCRA waste code F039 to the trench water and 8 Ponds but 
not C Pond and the clarifier This is a hazardous waste determination, so DOE will 
transmit a letter stating their determination, and CDH may object i f  they disagree DOE 
expects to have the letter signed by next week 

New action item 

Scott Surovchak will try to arrange a meeting, before the next monthly meeting, with 
Rocky Flats staff and the regulators to discuss the starus of 750 Pad and 904 Pad do 
they belong in an Operable Unit, if so which one, ana if not, should DOE request they be 
added to the Part B permit - - -  - -  _ _  _-- -- - 

Summary of Open Action Items 

ACTIONEE ITEM ORlG DUE PROJECTED 
DATE COMPLETION 

CDH/EPA 

CDH/EPA 

DO€ 

DOE 

DOE 

EGBG 

Response to 
”Path- Forward” 

TM comments 

IM/IRA amendment 
to Reading Rooms 

Arrange meeting on 
pads OU 4 vs OU 10 
vs Part 6 Permit 

Transmit F039 
determination 

Present sludge consolidation 
schedule 

none tbd 

EG&G requested tbd, target 
411 6/93 4/29 for two 

TMs 

none, but “soon” ASAP 

before 511 8 tbd 

none 4/30/93 

The next monthly meeting was planned 

EPA reauested presentation of a schedule for the sludge consolidation 
include that next month 

EG&G will 

Meeting was set for May 18, 9 00 am, at EG&G Interlocken offices 



SOWR PONDS REMEDIATION PROGiiAM 
REGULATORY AGENCY MEETING 

AGENIX 

9 0 0 A M  INTRODUCTIOWELCOME 

9 3 0  A M  STATUS OF IMARA REMEDY 
ITS DIVERSION 
BUILDING 910 

1030 A M  IMPLEMENTING IM/IRA WAP 
(APPENDIX 8) 

11 00 A M  STORAGE ON 750 AND 904 PADS 

11 30 A M  OPEN ACTION ITEMS 

F R LOCKHART] 
E M LEE 

R W BOYLE 

K C LONDON 

R E JAMES 

ALL 



J 



RCRA COWLIANCE PLAN 

PONDCRETE/SALTCRETE TRIWALL 
STORAGE 

Limited to 904 Pad 
Current Status 

Compliance Issues to be Resolved 
Condition of Containers 
Aisle Space Requirements 
Other Issues 

Interim Status Container Storage Area 

DOT Containers 

Available Secondary 
Containment 

Adequacy of Plastic M’rapping 
Viabrlity of Interim Status 

Remedv J 

Technical Recommendations - Study 
Program Plan (Compliance Plan) 



RCRA Compliance Plan 
Pondcrete/Saltcrete Triwall Storage 

April 1993 

Program Approach 

Aggressively-Pursue Waste Pile 
Designation 

Prepare Compliance Plan 

Seek Regulator Approval of Plan 

Pursue Actions Preliminary to 
RestackingRewrapping contingency 

Remove Excess Equip in Tents 10 8i. 
11 to Create Add’l Space 

Initiate Pre-procurement Actions for 
Re - wrap M at ’ 1 s 
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